Science Policy

Policy Briefs: Communicating
Effectively to Policy-Makers

Effective communication of sound scientific results to
decision- and policy-makers is of utmost importance. So
many environmental challenges require fast, accurate and
reliable communication. If you have ever tried to write a
‘comprehensive abstract’ of the findings, basic methodology
and recommendations of a research paper in less than two A4
pages with no jargon or irrelevant information, you will know
how complex and challenging it can be.

A ‘brief’ is a very concise version of an already published
scientific paper. A policy-brief targets policy- and decision-
makers whilst management briefs specifically provide
recommendations for managers.

The BES Policy Training Workshop, run with NERC from 2009
- 2011, provided an opportunity for early-career researchers
to practice their skills in communicating to policy-makers,
both verbally and in writing. Researchers were invited to
produce a ‘POSTnote’ style brief, which was then critiqued by
peers at the workshop. This exercise inspired the innovative
exhibition and contest which took place during the 3
Congress for Conservation Biology ECCB2012, held from 28
August to 1 September this year, in Glasgow.
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We welcomed briefs from professional organisations, and
six courageous young scientists competed for an award.
This initiative aimed to encourage conservation biologists to
try the exercise. The exhibition showed the diversity of the
policy briefs in format and quality, and highlighted the fact
that communicating about science remains a challenge. The
winners are Claire Feniuk and David Williams from Cambridge
University (UK) for their brief about wildlife and farming
(land-sharing vs land-sparing), and Jean-Yves Humbert
(University of Bern, Switzerland) for his brief about mowing
practices providing refuges for orthopterans in meadows.

The British Ecological Society, Oxford University Press, and
SCB Europe provided prizes; Alter-Net, BELSPO and LWEC
have helped to advertise the event; and Kate Trumper, Paul
Walton, Jiska van Dijk, Per Sjogren-Gulve, Barbara Livoreil and
Ceri Margerison were Jury members: many thanks to them all.

Barbara Livoreil
President-Elect, Society for Conservation Biology — Europe Section

The winning policy briefs are reproduced in the next three pages. Pages 12-13 are the brief from Claire Feniuk and David
Williams summarising the paper by Phalan et al (2011)
Reconciling Food Production and Biodiversity Conservation: Land Sharing and Land Sparing Compared. Science 333: 1289-1293
Page 14 is Jean-Yves Humbert’s brief on Humbert et al (2012) Uncut grass refuges mitigate the impact of meadow
harvesting on orthopterans. Biological Conservation 152: 96-101
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